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I am here quoting from the Advancement of Learning? " we may term duty; because the term of duty is more proper to a mind well framed and disposed towards others, as the term of virtue is applied to a mind well formed and composed in itself: though neither can a man understand virtue without some relation to society, nor duty without an inward disposition. This part may seem at first to pertain to science civil and politic " (which Bacon distinguishes from Ethics); " but not if it be well observed. For it concerneth the regiment and government of every man over himself, and not over others." " This part of duty is subdivided into two parts: the common duty of every man, as a man or member of a state; the other, the respective or special duty of every man, in his profession, vocation, and place." Casuistry is admitted into Ethics, as considering and deciding between "comparative duties." " The knowledge concerning good as respects society doth handle it also, not simply alone, but comparatively; where-unto belongeth the weighing of duties between person and person, case and case, particular and public.
It is a remark very characteristic of Bacon's practical turn of mind, as well as of his ethical point of view, that the superiority of the public to the private good determines the controversy amongst the ancient philosophers as to the relative advantages of the practical and contemplative life in favour of the former. For the reasons, he says, adduced by Aristotle in favour of the latter have respect only to private good and the pleasure or dignity of the individual. Nor, if the monastic life had been regarded as merely and strictly contemplative, and not engaged in the performance of any duties whatsoever, could any doubt on this question have ever arisen in the church. "As for mere contemplation, ending in itself, and casting no rays of heat or light on human society, assuredly Theology knows it not." 1 The parallel passage is in De Augmentis, vii. 2.                                                                      ;
